PREFACE

This volume (September 12, 1931 to January 3, 1932) covers
GandhyYs visit to London to attend the second session of the
Round Table Confcience. Tins was for him "a mission of peace"
(p. 2) that could end the "turbulence and strife in India"
(p. I). It was only after much hesitation that he had decided to
go, for he had seen in the atmosphere in India no sign of a genuine
change of heart or willingness to part with power on the part of the
British In less than a week in London. Gandhiji began to get im-
patient with the "hopeless uncertainty" about the Government's
intentions (p. 26), and as the weeks passed he discovered that he
"had miscalculated the forces arrayed against India and the
Congress" (p. 228) Though Gandhyi's mission seemed thus to have
been a complete failure in terms of concrete results, he utilized
the visit to educate public opinion in England on the conditions in
India and tried to win over influential men and women to his
dream of a new partnership between Britain and India, based on
complete equality and working not only for mutual benefit but
for the good of the whole world. On the return journey, Gandhiji
met Romain Rolland at Villencuvc and, during a brief halt in
Italy, also Mussolini and paid a visit to the Vatican where he was
profoundly moved by the "living image ... of Christ Crucified".
"It was not without a wrench", he confessed, "that I could tear
myself away from that scene of living tragedy. I saw there at
once that nations like individuals could only be made through the
agony of the Cross and in no other way" (p. 434).

For Giinclluji the Indian struggle possessed a wider, moral
significance transcending the issue of mere political freedom. In a
message to the world given through The Evening Standard as he was
approaching the shores of England, Gandhiji asserted: "If India
gums her ficcdom through truth and non-violence, I feel convinced
it will be the Lugesl contribution of the age to the peace of the
world" (p, 1). In a message to America, he elaborated the
theme: "... the Indian Conference bears in its consequences not
only upon India but upon the whole world, . . . the world is sick
unto death of blood-spilling. The world is seeking a way out, and
. , . perhaps it will be the privilege of the ancient land of India
to show that way out to the hungering world" (pp. 8-9). The
means of truth and non-violence adopted by India, Gandhiji claim-
ed, transformed Indian patriotism into internationalism and it was,